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Located north of Boston in Reading, MA, St. Athanasius 
Church first opened in 1962. Original designer Daniel 
Tully was inspired by the hyperbolic paraboloid, creating 
a truly unique curved design for the ceiling. After more 
than 50 years in operation, the church under went a 
renovation project at the direction of experienced Prayer 
and Worship Architect James Hundt. 

A key issue addressed with this renovation included 
the removal and replacement of the Church’s original 
acoustic ceiling. Originally “Sky Blue”, the ceiling had 
become discolored over the years and asbestos fibers 
present caused reasonable concern. 

Following the asbestos removal, 1.5” of K-13 was 
spray-applied to curves  of the ceiling. K-13 highlights 
the intricate details of this unique surface configuration 
while optimizing daylight from narrow windows that 
outline the ceiling. The application produces a Noise 
Reduction Coefficient of 1.05, substantially increasing 
speech intelligibility, and enhancing ambient sound 
quality. In addition to acoustic performance and light 
reflectivity, K-13 provides thermal value. 

No matter what your design requirements and budget 
constraints are, ICC’s products can be customized to 
meet your needs. Churches, warehouses, restaurants, 
gymnasiums, sports facilities, and schools are just a 
few of the many types of projects that benefit from 
K-13. Whether for new construction or renovation, 
International Cellulose has an acoustical and thermal 
solution to help you create the ideal interior space.

Contact International Cellulose Corporation
 today at (800) 444-1252 or visit us online at 

www.spray-on.com for complete details on how 
ICC can improve your building projects. ICC also 

offers architects an AIA/CES HSW SD Lunch N Learn 
program both live and on-line on the subject of 

Solving Architectural Noise Problems. 

PROJECT St. Athanasius Church 
Reading, MA

DETAILS K-13 White
1.5” 
10,000 Sq. Ft. 

ARCHITECT James Hundt
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WORSHIP CENTERS
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Ultimately, a worship center 
is about providing a place for 
people to come together and 
spread a message. This is 
why an acoustically effective 
environment is vital.  

All too often, sound systems are 
made a priority but the acoustics 
of the room get overlooked, 
effectively destroying the 
benefits of any sound system.

International Cellulose’s family 
of products provides a remedy 
that can fit almost any budget 
and design goal. Our products 
are spray-applied for versatility, 
can adhere to virtually any 
substrate, and come in custom 
colors making them the perfect 
choice for new construction or 
renovation. 

Peppermill Concert Hall 
Wendover, NV

St. Mena Church  
Hope, RI

First Lutheran Church 
Sioux Falls, SD

Since its establishment in 1959, Mile Hi Church has been growing at a steady rate. 
To keep up with its increasing membership, the Church recently moved into its new 
facility which features a 1,500 seat auditorium. With such expansive ceilings, acoustics 
were considered a top priority in the design phase. D.L. Adams Associates Inc., a 
Denver based acoustical consulting firm, selected 1.5” of K-13 Black to contrast with 
white acoustical panels. The application provides a NRC of 1.05 absorbing the echo, 
reverberation and excessive sound which otherwise would have been profound. 

SIMILAR K-13 PROJECTS

ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS
FOR WORSHIP CENTERS

MILE HI CHURCH                                               Lakewood, CO

WHY DO WORSHIP 
CENTERS NEED TO 

CONSIDER ACOUSTICS?


