
Located in Richmond, Virginia, the Science Museum 
of Virginia occupies what was originally Broad Street 
Station, a union railroad station designed in 1917 by 
renowned architect John Russell Pope, best known for 
his design of the Jefferson Memorial. Since the museum 
began to occupy the space in 1976, many remodels and 
additional exhibits have been added. 

The most recent restoration took place in the Rotunda 
Room, easily the museum’s most recognizable 
architectural feature. The 100 foot, nearly 100 year old 
dome ceiling was repaired and refinished with acoustics 

in mind. Four inches of K-13 was applied to the dome in 
Beige and topped with Custom Light Blue, the original 
color of the dome at initial construction, resulting in an 
NRC (Noise Reduction Coefficient) of 1. In addition to 
meeting the aesthetic and the acoustic objectives, K-13 
provided thermal resistance.  

No matter what your design requirements and budget 
constraints are, International Cellulose Corporation’s 
products can be customized to meet your needs. 
Museums, office buildings, and restaurants are just a 
few of the many types of projects that benefit from K-13. 
Whether for new construction or renovation, International 
Cellulose has an acoustical and thermal solution to help 
you create the ideal interior space.

Contact International Cellulose Corporation 
today at (800) 444-1252 or visit us online at 

www.spray-on.com for complete details on how 
ICC can improve your building projects. ICC also 

offers architects an AIA/CES HSW SD Lunch N Learn 
program both live  and on-line on the subject of 

Solving Architectural Noise Problems. 

PROJECT Science Museum of Virginia
Richmond, VA

DETAILS K-13 Beige @ 3”
K-13 Custom Color @ 1”
8,000 Square Feet 
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Museums present unique problems 
when considering acoustics. 
Depending on the volume of visitors 
and the multimedia exhibits, a 
noisy environment can be created 
that counteracts the purpose of the 
space. 

The resilient fibers of K-13 absorb 
sound energy instead of reflecting 
it, reducing reverberation time and 
making speech and music more 
intelligible. K-13 reduces excessive 
noise while greatly improving 
ambient sound quality.

K-13 is spray-applied, and can 
adhere to virtually any common 
substrate, or surface configuration. 
K-13 is available in six standard 
colors, and can also be produced 
in custom matched, integrated 
colors. K-13 is made of 80% 
recycled materials and can add 
LEED credits to your project.

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Minneapolis, MN

Lone Star Flight Museum 
Galveston, TX

Tech Museum of Innovation 
San Jose, CA

The Flint Hills Discovery Center is a 35,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art museum and science 
center focusing on the Tallgrass Prairie Region. At the entrance of the museum, a 
dome with projected images of the prairie greets visitors. White SonaKrete was 
chosen to complete the dome due to its superior sound absorption qualities and its 
smooth plaster-like finish. Because it was spray-applied and then hand-trowelled, 
the dome’s shape was no hindrance to providing exceptional sound control.

SIMILAR PROJECTS

ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS
FOR MUSEUMS

Flint Hills Discovery Center                             Manhattan, KS

WHY DO MUSEUMS 
NEED TO CONSIDER 

ACOUSTICS?


