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Located in the heart of Silicon Valley in Palo Alto, CA, Ford 

Research and Innovation Center is one of the largest automotive 

manufacturer research centers in the United States. Encompassing 

over 180,000 square feet of lab and Áexible workspace, the facility 
is home to over 300 researchers, engineers, designers, and 

scientists. Designed by Harley Ellis Deveraux (HED) Architects, 
the facility includes a 5,000-square-foot design showroom and 
auditorium, a 1,500-square-foot audio lab in the parking garage, 

custom research rooms, collaborative workspaces, three large 
kitchens, multiple conference rooms, and private ofÀces.

To ensure maximum functionality and occupant comfort throughout 
the multi-purpose space, acoustical control was essential to the 
design. To address the need for acoustics without compromising 
the interior design objectives, budget, or project schedule, K-13 

in White was utilized for the ceilings throughout the space. Spray-
applied to the ribbed metal decking, the application of K-13 serves 

as an exposed interior Ànish that absorbs echo, reverberation, 
and excessive noise. In addition to acoustic performance, K-13 in 
white provides high light reÁectance and helps to maximize natural 
daylighting. Additionally, K-13 is GREENGUARD Gold CertiÀed 
and contributes towards healthy indoor air quality.

Architect Details

Name: HED Architects

Location: San Francisco, California

Project Details

Name: Ford Research & Innovation Center

Location: Palo Alto, California

Product Details

Product: K-13 White

Details: 290,000 SF at 1” Thick



Colorful Options

K-13 is available in standard colors, and 

can be manufactured in custom, integral 

colors for unlimited design options.

Application

K-13 is spray-applied, between 1” and 
5”. It is engineered for application to 

common substrates and can adhere to 

complex or irregular surfaces.

Thermal Value

K-13 has a R-Value of 3.75 per inch. 

This demonstrates how K-13 helps keep 
a space at the right temperature, saving 

on costs and the environment.

Acoustic Performance

K-13 is applied in thicknesses from 1” 

up to 5” to provide the desired level of 

acoustical absorption. At 1”, K-13 provides 

a NRC of .80.
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ACOUSTIC & THERMAL SOLUTIONS
FOR SIMILAR K-13 PROJECTS

EDUCATION FIRST H.Q.

Cambridge, Massachusetts

MERCEDES BENZ FINANCIAL H.Q.

Dallas, Texas

Leading auto parts company LKQ Corporation recently relocated its regional 

headquarters and operations center to Antioch, Tennessee. Its new state-
of-the-art facility encompasses over 100,000 square feet, consolidating 

all central operations, and brings together over 700 employees beneath 

one roof. To ensure the facility would serve as a functional environment, 
indoor environmental quality and occupant comfort played a key role in the 

successful design. To address the need for acoustical control within the 
expansive, open-concept space, K-13 in white was utilized for the ceilings.

HNK - THE NEW OFFICE

Apeldoorn, Netherlands

LKQ NORTH AMERICAN H.Q.	 ANTIOCH, TENNESSEE


